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ABSTRACT
The mortality rate in the Netherlands is one of the lowest in the world. The Dutch mortality rate
has been decreasing over the last few decades and we have strong indications that the
implementations of road safety strategies contributed to this positive trend. Many well-known
problems have been dealt with (risk increasing factors such as speeding, drinking and driving,
not using safety devices such as seat belts and crash helmets, etc.), often using rather wellknown measures from the fields of engineering, enforcement, and education. However, the
Netherlands is not yet satisfied with today’s road safety level. It has been decided to strive for
a further reduction of fatalities and serious injuries in road traffic. A quantitative target has been
set for 2020. Analysis of past road safety trends resulted in the conclusion that the more
traditional road safety measures have reached the end of their life-cycle: they have become
less and less effective and efficient. We decided on a paradigm shift and the new paradigm is
called Sustainable Safety; an example of the so-called Safe System Approach. This new
approach allows us to think about a new generation of road safety interventions. The paradigm
shift was accepted by the road safety community and decision makers and has resulted in the
adoption of a new road safety strategy in the Netherlands. First results of the implementation of
this new strategy will be presented.
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